
Bag Project - Aims of the Project

•To be able to identify how to recycle and reduce waste at home
•To appreciate the environmental factors of plastics in our oceans and what we can do to help the problem.
•To understand the causes of pollution and how to reduce it.

•To understand what sustainability is

•To be able to design a school/work/shopping bag which is made from everyday items we throw away, such as clothing, plastic bags,
quilt covers etc.

What are the 6 R’s? 
Here is an example below using party bags as the product we are looking at. 



Name the different ways that you recycle products at home. 
Name something you do using these 4 R’s at home. 
Rethink:

Refuse:

Reduce:

Reuse:

Recycle:

Repair:

What other things could you do to help ?                                             



Design specification

• Design a school/work/shopping bag that is made of recovered everyday items, we would normally throw away, in 
order to make a new product.

• The bag should: 

• Be designed for the purpose of School/work or shopping. 

• Be for a client of your choice, I suggest someone you are living with, who can look at the project.

• Have at least one type of handle.

• Be designed using recycled everyday items, materials from the home.

• Annotated clearly, labelling materials, sizes and different features.

• Contain at least one pocket.

• Contain a logo of a made up company, which should be clearly displayed. 

• Be designed with a minimum of three colors.

• Include a solar panel, which can screw off and double up as a torch – watch the example clip on the next slide .

• Include at least one fixing/fitting for example, poppers, zip, Velcro.



Environmental use of materials for a bag 



Existing Products
Find images of different bag styles (at least 5 other). One has been added to start you off. Assess good/bad points.

This bag is made 
using old jeans. This 
is a good use of 
reusing an old 
product. The bad 
point is that the 
material is not 
waterproof.



Mood Board
Ideas for everyday materials which could be used to make a school/work/shopping bag.
Complete the Mood board based on possible recycled materials for a school bag. Here is one image to start you off.

Old bedding could be used 
for the bag.



Mind map
Produce a mind map telling me all the things you will need to know or find out about in order to design your 

bag, such as materials that could be used the clients ideas, design, logo etc.

Bag Mind Map 



Your chosen client. Interview your client and ASK THEM THESE QUESTIONS
Tell me about your client:
1. Who is your client?:
2. What age bracket does your client come into? 
• Below 16
• 17-25
• 26-35
• 36-45
• Above 46
What colours do they like?:
•

•

What style of bag do they like?:

What will the bag be used for?:

What type of handle(s) would they like?:

Any other points your client mentions write here.

Your Client

Summarise what your client has 
asked for here:



Logo design.
Develop a logo that does NOT currently exist. It can be just made up of lettering, an image, or both. Draw at least three logos and 
get your client to tell you the good and bad ideas of each and choose one.  Do not copy any of the examples.

Which logo does your client like best? Why?



Examples of logos – These can be lettering, images, or a combination of both.



Research into fixings/fittings for a bag
Find out about at least four different fixings/fittings, for example, zips. Draw/explain how they work.



First School Bag Designs
Draw at least 4 different school bag designs. Make sure all of the Specification points are added, see the list on slide number 3. all 
ideas need annotating and add labelling/log and colour. Your client needs to assess good/bad points.  

Which bag design does your client like best? Why?



First School Bag Designs
Draw at least 4 different school bag designs. Make sure all of the Specification points are added, see the list on slide number 3. all 
ideas need annotating and add labelling/log and colour. Your client needs to assess good/bad points.  

Which bag design does your client like best? Why?



Developed chosen Idea
Draw your chosen idea and work out the measurements for the length and width. It should fit within an A3 page, which 
means you will draw it half size on here.  You can draw it on the blank other side.



Your Evaluation 
1. What is good about the design?  

2. What could you improve about the design of the bag?  

3. How could the logo be improved?

4. How does the solar panel fit into the design?

5. How would the choice of materials work? Explain why they 
do/don’t.  

6. Is your bag design suitable for it’s purpose? Explain why it is/isn’t.                                                       

Your Client’s Evaluation 
1. What is good about the design?  

2. What could be improved on the design of the bag?  

3. How could the logo be improved?

4. How does the solar panel fit into the design?

5. How would the choice of materials work? Explain why they 
do/don’t. 

6. Is the bag design suitable for it’s purpose? Explain why it is/isn’t.                                                        



Assessment
Write down in you own words what the 6 R’s
are and give me an example of each. Do not use 
an example you have already used:
1. Rethink:

2. Refuse:

3. Reduce:

4. Reuse:

5. Recycle:

6. Repair:

7. What is a solar panel? How does it work and What does it do and the 
benefits? Give an example other than on a bag.

8. What is a logo?

9. What are the three different types of logo designs?

10. Why is it important to analyse existing products?

11. What is a target market?

12. Why is it important for you understand the client’s needs and get them 
to analyse your work throughout the design process?

13. Why is it important to evaluate your work?

14. How can you help the problem of plastic pollution in our oceans?

15. Find out about a material which is made using recycled products and 
tell me what the name is and it’s use.

WWW: 
• You understand what the  6 R’s 

are.
• You understand what the 6 R’s 

are and can give examples of 
your own.

• You understand what a solar 
panel is.

• You understand the benefits of 
solar panels

• You understand what a logo is.
• You are able to understand the 

three different types of logos.
• You understand how plastic 

pollution is caused by humans.
• You can explain how plastic 

pollution can be helped.

• Next Steps:
• Tell me more examples related

to the 6R’s.
• Explain what about the

benefits of solar panels.
• Explain the three different

types of logos. Draw them.
• Tell me what you can do to 

help the problem of plastic in 
our oceans.


